About WINIR
Officially launched in October 2013, WINIR is a global network that brings together researchers from multiple academic disciplines to study the nature, function, evolution, and impact of institutions. WINIR places institutions at the centre of its research. WINIR's primary emphasis is on those institutions and organisations that deeply affect the production and distribution of wealth and the means of human wellbeing.
WINIR accommodates a broad conception of institutions as systems of functioning social rules. There are other varying definitions, but generally the idea of rules -involving rule-making and rulefollowing -is central. WINIR thus focuses on the making, following, contestation and evolution of social rules. Systems of rules can create regularities of behaviour, and enable, frame, constrain, expand or disrupt human cognition and action.
WINIR is devoted to the study of entities and actors including firms, states, markets, money, households, and other vital institutions and organizations that effect the production and distribution of wealth. It welcomes contributions from all academic disciplines and all schools of thought that can contribute to our understanding of these institutions and organizations.
These disciplines include anthropology, economics, geography, history, law, management, philosophy, politics, psychology and sociology. WINIR aims to create fruitful and constructive dialogue between these disciplines on institutional themes, and to try to develop a cross-disciplinary consensus on some key issues.
WINIR is also interested in the history and comparison of institutional thought, as it has evolved in different ways in several disciplines, including within the various "institutionalisms" that are found in economics, politics and sociology.
Also of vital importance are developments and comparisons of methodologies of institutional research, invoking data appraisal, historical insight, statistical technique and philosophical evaluation. Higher Education Forum (HEF) is an Asian-based professional academic conference organiser involved in over 80 interdisciplinary conferences around the world organised since 2010. HEF provides a platform for scholars and professionals.
Leading pioneers of institutional research are Honorary Presidents of WINIR:

Journal of Institutional Economics
A multi-disciplinary forum for research on economic institutions WINIR sponsors the Journal of Institutional Economics (JOIE), a journal devoted to the study of the nature, role and evolution of institutions in the economy.
JOIE is an multi-disciplinary journal. Although its primary focus is economics and business studies, contributions focusing on institutions from anthropology, ethnology, history, human geography, law, linguistics, management, philosophy, politics, psychology and sociology are welcome.
JOIE accepts contributions by all schools of thought that can contribute to our understanding of the features, development and functions of real world economic institutions and organisations.
JOIE is published by Cambridge University Press for Millennium Economics Ltd. Since its first issue in June 2005, JOIE has gained in visibility and prominence. In 2012 the journal was listed in the Thomson-Reuters Social Sciences Citation Index®, achieving a high impact factor for a newly-established journal. Its current Clarivate Analytics impact factor is 2.139.
JOIE has accepted or published work by leading authors in the field of institutional research, including:
JOIE is edited by Geoffrey M. Hodgson (Loughborough University London, UK), Richard N. Langlois (University of Connecticut, USA), Jason Potts (RMIT University, Australia) and Esther-Mirjam Sent (University of Nijmegen, Netherlands). From January 2019 they will be joined by Claudia R. Williamson (Mississippi State University, USA).
"The Journal of Institutional Economics is bringing together the best scholarship from all over the world on the study of institutions, the incentives they generate, and likely outcomes.
I enthusiastically look forward to each issue."
Elinor Ostrom (1933-2012) Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2009 Elinor Ostrom Prize
The Elinor Ostrom Prize has been established in honour of the late Nobel laureate Elinor Ostrom , who was an enormously creative scholar and an outstanding pioneer of the interdisciplinary field of institutional research. Her most famous work focused on the problem of managing and maintaining common-pool resources, but she also applied her ideas to problems of political governance and climate change. Her theoretical work on rules is of paramount importance. In her last decade she became increasingly interested in how rule-systems (or institutions) evolve. Elinor Ostrom's articles published in JOIE are among the journal's most-cited papers.
A prize of £1000, funded by Millennium Economics Ltd., (the owner of JOIE), is awarded each year for the best full-length article published in JOIE in the preceding calendar year.
Conference theme
The twenty-first century will see major disruptions to the global balance of politico-economic power. China will soon become the world's largest economy; India is another rising giant. These and other developments -including growing inequality in several major economies -contest the Western institutional model of economic development and mount new institutional challenges at the global level.
There is a recognised need for new or enhanced international orders, to sustain peace and international trade, as well as to address the problem of climate change. Meanwhile, an extended period of global integration has fuelled local discontent and led to a rise of nationalism and separatism. The international challenges of the twenty-first century place institutional development and reform at the top of the agenda.
The Fifth WINIR Conference will explore these institutional challenges. The conference aims to provide a forum for leading scholars from multiple disciplines and theoretical approaches to advance the ongoing conversation about these and other key issues in the growing area of interdisciplinary institutional research.
Keynote speakers
The keynote speakers, Justin Yifu Li and Chenggang Xu, have made substantial contributions to interdisciplinary institutional research. A common thread that runs through their research is the influence of institutional and organisational arrangements on economic and political development.
General information
Main conference venue
The entire conference will be held at the Graduate Law Centre, located on the second floor of the Bank of America Tower in the Central district of Hong Kong:
Graduate Law Centre 2/F Bank of America Tower 12 Harcourt Road Central, Hong Kong.
Registration
The registration desk is located in the second floor Reception area of the Graduate Law Centre.
Sessions
Keynotes and plenary sessions are held in the Lecture Theatre 2. Parallel sessions are held in various other rooms nearby. Members of the event team are available for guidance.
Presenters using a PowerPoint presentation are asked to load the file on the computer before or at the beginning of the session.
Session chairs are asked to be strict on time-keeping, allowing each presenter no more than the allocated minutes, and preferably to leave time for a general Q&A exchange after all the presentations.
Membership meeting
All delegates are welcome to attend the WINIR membership meeting which will revolve around reports by WINIR officers and include a general discussion with members.
Saturday 15 September, 17:30-19:15
Lecture Theatre 2
Publisher exhibit
An exhibit by Cambridge University Press is located in the second floor Reception area.
Coffee/tea breaks and lunch
All refreshments and lunches throughout the conference are likewise served in the second floor reception Reception area.
WiFi access
WiFi access is available throughout the Graduate Law Center. Please connect to CUguest with the following details:
User ID: winir18@conference.cuhk.edu.uk Password: Law@cuhk If you require assistance please go to the registration desk.
Social events
An informal get-together is planned on Friday 14 September at 19:00-20:00 at the Old Man Bar, a famous Hemingway-inspired bar located in an alley off 37-39 Aberdeen Street, Soho, Hong Kong Central.
The cocktail on Saturday 15 September, sponsored by Cambridge University Press, is held in the second floor Reception area.
The venue for the conference dinner on Sunday 16 September is the Shanghai Garden Restaurant, located at 10 Harcourt Road, just 5 minutes by foot from the main conference venue. There is no particular dress code.
Depending on the weather, on the morning of Monday 17 September an informal walking group will take the Peak Tram to enjoy the views from the top of The Peak, the highest point on Hong Kong Island, famous for its panorama stretching across sparkling skyscrapers and Victoria Harbour. Further information will be available at the registration desk and communicated to delegates during the conference.
Public transport
Hong Kong is internationally famous for its safe, affordable and reliable public transport system that keeps the city moving. The most common means of transport within the city is the MTR. Trains run every 3 to 6 minutes from 06:0 to 24:00. Single-use fares depend on the distance travelled. Maps of the Hong Kong public transport system are available at the registration desk. For an online version go to http://www.mtr.com.hk/en/customer/jp/index.php.
Trams and an extensive bus network provide alternative means of travel around Hong Kong.
Taxi
Taxis are plentiful throughout Hong Kong. They can usually be hailed on the street (except in restricted areas) or summoned by phone. All are metered, relatively cheap, air-conditioned and clean. Detailed information about charges is clearly displayed inside each cab. Most taxi drivers in Hong Kong understand some English and Putonghua. Taxis do not accept credit card payments. 
